
1 ORDINANCE NO. 2021-016 
2 

3 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS, 
4 FLORIDA, SUBMITTING TO REFERENDUM AN 
5 AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
6 WILTON MANORS AMENDING ARTICLE IliA 
7 ENTITLED "LEGISLATIVE" BY SPECIFICALLY 
8 AMENDING SECTION 5 ENTITLED "VACANCIES; 
9 FORFEITURE OF OFFICE; FILLING OF VACANCIES", 

10 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS, 
11 FLORIDA; DELETING "FORFEITURE OF OFFICE"; 
12 PROVIDING FOR FILLING OF VACANCIES IN THE 
13 OFFICE OF MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION; 
14 PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT OF 
15 THE REFERENDUM ELECTION TO BE PUBLISHED IN 
16 ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AND 
17 THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS, 
18 FLORIDA, AS WELL AS THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
19 ELECTION CODE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
20 WHEN ADOPTED, SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
21 QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WILTON 
22 MANORS, FLORIDA, AT THE NEXT GENERAL 
23 ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 8, 2022, AND SHALL 
24 BECOME EFFECTIVE AS PROVIDED BY LAW; 
25 PROVIDING FOR THE PLACE AND TIMES WHERE SAID 
26 ELECTION IS TO BE HELD; PROVIDING FOR 
27 CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
28 PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR 
29 AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

30 WHEREAS, Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, as amended. prov ides for a 

31 methodology of Charter amendments supplementary to and not in conflict with the 

32 Charter of the City of Wilton Manors. Florida; and 

33 WHEREAS, Chapter 166. Florida Statues, as amended, prov ides that such an 

34 amendment may be submitted to a referendum vote by the City Commi ss ion of the City 

35 of Wilton Manors, Florida, in an ordinance format; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that it is in the best interest of the 

2 public to amend the Charter to delete the forfeiture of office provision and to provide 

3 for filling of vacancies in the office of Mayor and City Commission ; and 

4 WHEREAS, the proposed amendment to the City's Charter shall be put before 

5 the registered electors of the City in a duly called referendum at the general election on 

6 November 8, 2022, to amend Article IliA of the City ' s Charter by specifically 

7 amending Section 5 to delete the forfeiture of office provision and provide for filling 

8 vacancies in the office of Mayor and City Commission. 

9 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION 

10 OF THECITY OF WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA: 

11 Section 1: The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified as being 

12 true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance upon adoption 

13 hereof. 

14 Section 2: Atiicle IliA of the Charter of the City of Wilton Manors, entitled 

15 "Legislative," shall be amended by the specific amendment of Section 5 entitled 

16 "Vacancies; forfeiture of office; filling of vacancies" as follows: 

17 (a) Vacancies. The office of mayor or city commission shall become vacant 
18 upon their death , resignation, removal from office in any manner authorized by 
19 law~ or forfeiture of their office, such forfeiture to be declared by the remaining 
20 members ofthe city commission. 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 
26 
27 
28 

(b) Forfeiture of office. A mayor or city commissioner shall forfeit their 
office if they: (I) lacks at any time during their term of office any qualification 
for the office prescribed by this Charter or by lav<', or (2) violates any standard of 
conduct or code of ethics established by lav,r for public officials, such violation 
to be determined by remaining members ofthe city commission. 
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(J2e) Filling of vacancies. A vacancy in the office of the mayor or on the city 
commiss ion shall be filled ~in one (I) ofthe follow~ing ways: 

(I) Vacancy in Office of Mayor. 
( 1) When a vacancy occurs in the office of Mavor. the Vice-
Mayor se lected at the organizational meeting pursuant to section 
2-27 of the City Code. as may be amended or selected otherwise. 
shall automatica ll y succeed to the office of Mayor and shal l serve 
for the remainder of the Mayor's unexp ired term until a new 
Mayor is seated . Thereafter. the Vice-Mayor shall return to the 

11 Vice-Mayor' s former seat as a Commi ssioner and complete the 
12 remainder of the Commi ss ion term. if any part thereof remains 
13 unexpired. 
14 (2) The succession of the office of Mayor by the Vice-Mayor 
15 shall create a vacancy in the Commission. The vacancy on the 
16 Commission shall be filled in the manner set forth in thi s Chat1er. 
17 (3) If the Vice-Mayor is unable or unwilling to succeed to the 
18 office of Mayor. the Commiss ion shall then se lect a Mayor from 
19 the remaining Commiss ioners. If the Commission is unab le to 
20 se lect a Mayor by the end of the fourth regular meeting after the 
21 vacancy. then the Mayor shall be elected at a spec ial election 
22 ~to be held for the election of the Mayor as soon as 
23 reasonably practicable after conferring with the Broward County 
24 Supervisor of Elections and on a date when another municipal. 
25 primary. or general election is scheduled. 
26 (4) If a vacancy occurs in the office of Vice-Mayor. the 
27 Commiss ion shall then se lect a new Vice-Mayor from amo ng its 
28 members. 
29 If there is less than siJ( (6) months remaining in the unexpired term or if there is less 
30 than siJ< (6) months before the next regular city electi on. the comm ission by a maj ority 
31 '<'Ote of the remaining members shall choose a successor to serve until the newly elected 
32 mayor or city commission is qualifi ed. If two (2) years remain in the term of the vacated 
33 seat at the time of the neJ(t regular election, that seat shall be filled by election fo r the 
34 remaining t'vvo (2) 
35 (2) Vacancy in Office of Commi ss ioner. In the event of a vacancy 
36 other than in the office of the Mavor: 
37 ( I) If there is more than one hundred eighty ( 180) calendar 

. 38 days remaining in the unexpired term. the City Commission sha ll 
39 ca ll a spec ial election to fill the vacancy of the unexpired term of 
40 office of the Commiss ioner as soon as reasonably pract icable 
41 after conferring with the Broward County Supervisor of Elections 
42 and on a date when another municipal. primary. or genera l 
43 election is scheduled. The remaining Commissioners. including 
44 the Mayor. shall appoint. by a majority vote. a qualified person to 
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fi ll the vacancy pending the outcome of the spec ial electi on. If a 
majori ty of the remaining Commiss ioners, including the Mayor, 
are unable to agree on the appointment by the end of the fo urth 
regular meeting after the vacancy, then the Comm iss ioner shall 
be elected at a spec ial election to fill the vacancy. The spec ial 
election shall be held as soon as reasonab ly practicable after 
confe rring with the Broward County Supervisor of Elections and 
on a date when another municipal, pri mary, or general election is 
scheduled. 
(2) If there is less the one hundred eighty ( 180) ca lendar days 
remaining in the unexpi red te rm, the remaining Commiss ioners, 
including the Mayor, shall appoint, by a majority vote, a quali fied 
person to fill the vacancy fo r the remainder of the unexpired 
term . 

If there is more than six (6) months remaining in the unexpired term and no 
regular city election is scheduled vrithin si)( (6) months, the city 
commiss ion shall fill the vacancy on an interim basis as provided in 
subsecti on ( I) , and shall schedule a special election to be held not sooner 
than sixty (60) days, nor more than ninety (90) days, foll owing the 
occurrence of the va 

Notwithstanding any quorum requirements estab lished herein , if at any time the 
membership of the mayor/city commiss ion is reduced to less than a quorum, the 
remaining members may, by majority vote, appoint additional members under 
either ( I) or (2) above. 

(~d) Extraord inary vacancies . In the event that all members of the city 
commiss ion are removed by death, di sability, or fo rfe iture of offi ce, the 
Governor shall appo int an interim city commiss ion that shall call a specia l 
electi on as prov ided in paragraph (c) above and such election shall be done in 
such manner as to fill the unexpired terms unt il the next regular munici pal 
election. 

Section 4: The Ballot Title shall be as fo ll ows : 

FORFEITU RE OF OFF ICE; FILLING OF VACANCIES FOR OFFICE 
OF MAYOR AND CITY COMMI SS ION 

Section 5: At the General Election of November 8, 2022, the following 

41 question shall be placed on the ballot for consideration by the quali fied electors of the 

42 City of Wilton Manors, Florida, and sha ll read as fo llows: 
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Shall Arti cle Ili A, Secti on 5 of the City Charter be Amended to Delete the 
Prov ision Authorizing the City Commiss ion to Declare a Forfe iture in the Office 
of Mayor or Commi ss ioner; and to Amend the Provisions For Fill ing Vacancies 
in the Office of Mayor and City Commiss ion 

YES ( ) NO ( ) 

Section 6: Advertisement. The City Clerk of the City of Wil ton 

9 Manors is hereby authorized and directed to advert ise the referendum election 

10 contemplated herein all in accordance with the Code of Ordinances of the City of Wil ton 

11 Manors, Florida, as we ll as the State of Florida Election Code. 

12 Section 7: Referendum Election. Pursuant to Section 166.03 1 ( I), Florida 

13 Statutes, the City Commiss ion of the City of Wil ton Manors hereby ca ll s a spec ial 

14 election to be conducted with the State of Florida Ge neral Electi on on November 8, 

15 2022, for the purpose of plac ing the referendum to a vote of the electors of the City of 

16 Wilton Manors. The Broward County Supervisor of Elections is hereby appointed as 

17 the election offic er of the election to be held on November 8, 2022 in accordance with 

18 Florida Law to shall conduct the referendum. The City of Wilton Manors shall 

19 reimburse the Broward County Supervi sor of Elections for the cost of the referendum 

20 consistent with Florida Law. 

21 Section 8: Place of Election. The election shall be conducted within the 

22 geographical limits of the City, at polling locati ons determined in conj uncti on with the 

23 Broward County Superv isor of Elections. 

24 Section 9: Codification. It is the intention of the City Commi ss ion 

25 of the City of Wilton Manors, that upon approva l by the electorate of the City at the 

26 November 8, 2022, electi on-, the prov isions of Sections 2 and 3 of thi s Ordinance shall 
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1 become and be made a part of the Charter of the City of Wilton Manors, Florida, and 

2 that the Sections of this ordinance may be renumbered, re lettered and the word 

3 "Ordinance" may be changed to "Section," "Article," or such other word or phrase in 

4 order to accomplish such intention. In the event the Charter change proposed by this 

5 Ordinance is approved, the City Clerk or designee shall cause the amendment to be 

6 incorporated into the Charter and the revised Charter shall be filed with the Department 

7 of State. 

8 Section 10: Severability. If any clause, section, or other part of this 

9 Ordinance shal l be held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or 

10 invalid, such unconstitutional or invalid part shall be considered as elim inated and in no 

11 way affecting the validity of the other provisions of this Ordinance. 

12 Section 11: Conflicts. That al l Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, 

13 Resolutions, or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are repealed 

14 to the extent of such conflict. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 
24 
25 

Section 12. Effective Date. That this Ordinance shall take effect 

immediately upon adoption. The amended Charter as set forth in Sections 2 and 3 above 

shall be effective upon approval by a majority of the electorate of the City at the 

November 8, 2022, election. In the event the Charter change proposed by this 

Ordinance is not approved, the existi ng Charter sha ll remain in full force and effect. 

PASSED ON FIRST READING BY THEj:JTY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA, THIS~ DAY OF~ (51/~. , 2021. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING BY THE CITY 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA THISQ18~ 
DAY OF,#oz)~ 2021. 
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ATTEST: 

19 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have 
20 approved the form ofthis Ordinance. 
21 
22 

23 
24 

25 
26 
27 

28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
34 

Is/ Kerry L. Ezrol 
KERRY L. EZROL, ESQ. 
CITY ATTORNEY 
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CITY OF WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA 

By~~ 
SCOTT EWTON, MAYOR 

RECO RD OF COMMISSION VOTE: I sT 
Reading 

MAYOR NEWTON 
VICE MAYOR ROLLI 
COMMISSIONER BRACCHI 
COMMISSIONER CAPUTO 
COMMISSIONER RESNICK 

RECORD OF COMMISSION VOTE: 2 ND 

Reading 

MAYOR NEWTON 
VICE MAYOR ROLLI 
COMMISSIONER BRACCHI 
COMMISSIONER CAPUTO 
COMMISSIONER RESN ICK 
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